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Author	Bio	–	M.	A.	Shafer	
Mary	A.	Shafer	is	a	freelance	writer	who	got	actively	started	in	the	
metal	detecting	hobby	in	2004.	It	would	have	been	sooner—as	she	
received	her	first	detector	as	a	Christmas	gift	in	2001—but	she	was	
unable	to	figure	out	how	to	get	started	on	her	own,	and	this	book	
wasn’t	yet	available	to	teach	her	how.	The	fact	that	such	a	book	still	
wasn’t	available	12	years	later	resulted	in	her	writing	the	first	
QuickStart	Guide	to	metal	detecting.	

Mary	lives	and	works	in	upper	Bucks	County,	Pennsylvania,	some	of	
which	has	been	settled	since	the	late	1600s.	This	fact	alone	makes	her	
area	ripe	for	the	avid	metal	detectorist,	and	indeed,	some	of	the	coins	
she	has	found	since	relatively	early	in	her	activity	as	a	digger	helped	
sharpen	her	interest	in	the	pursuit.		

She	doesn’t	consider	herself	an	expert	digger	by	any	stretch,	but	has	
been	digging	long	enough	to	know	a	few	helpful	things,	while	
remembering	her	challenges	getting	started	in	the	hobby.		

Mary	is	a	proud	member	of	Carla	Autin’s	“Women	Diggers”	group	on	
Facebook,	where	she	enjoys	sharing	her	finds	and	those	of	her	fellow	
“dig	sisters,”	and	learning	from	them	all.	Mary	also	hosts	her	own	
Facebook	digger	page,	“Metal	Detecting	and	Treasure	Hunting	For	
Beginners,”	at	
facebook.com/MetalDetecting101andTreasureHuntingforBeginners.		

She	blogs	on	the	topic	at	this	book’s	official	website,	Detecting101.com.	

You	can	learn	more	about	Mary	and	her	other	books	at	her	author	
website,	MaryShafer.com.		

	


